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One place;
many ideas

Onevillage.com presents 5 fine
flat-weave «Ap» cotton rugs
from the weavers’ cooperative
in Warangal, central India.
Each design in choice of:
2.3x1.5M £130
or or 1.35Mx90cm £55 

See more and
shop online at
Onevillage.com
– Or come into
our One Village
Worldshop on the
  A44 in Woodstock

Onevillage.com

– One Village
Worldshop
Woodstock

Onevillage.com
Working in partnership with

progressive craftmakers’
cooperatives –

since 1979
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Around the Deaneries:
Aston and Cuddesdon

Life running a wildlife 
park - page 16 

Mend the Gap  - the       
sequel - pages 8 and 9

How happy are our  
vicars? - page 11

Tackling the Earthquake’s aftermath
by Jo Duckles

IMAGINE living with the uncertainty of 
almost daily earthquakes of up to five on 
the Richter scale in the weeks after two 
devastating quakes have destroyed your 
town or village.
   That is what Nepalese people are dealing 
with as they try and rebuild their homes 
and lives. “The ‘tremors’ are what most 
countries would class as full earthquakes,” 
says Sarah Thurley, the grants and projects 
manager from the Amersham based ROPE 
charity. 
   Sarah, who is set to travel to Nepal and 
has had links with the country since the 
early 1990s, said: “There have been more 
than 450 earthquakes in all, that were 4.5 
to 5.5 in magnitude. There were the two 
big earthquakes and then people have been 
living with the smaller ones every day. The 
whole area was so unsettled.” 
   Sarah has friends who are heading up 
relief work through the Pokhara Christian 
Community. A report from ROPE states 
that in many villages, 80 per cent of houses 
have been damaged. “People are terrified 
and children who were in school when the 
second quake hit, ran out in panic.”
   Volunteers have packed and sent trucks 
to 4,311 houses, delivering rice, lentils, 
sugar, noodles, spices, mattresses, soap, 
blankets, rehydration salts and tents. A 
team of medics responded to a call from a 
hospital and treated 1,200 people in four 
days. In Pokhara £35,000 has already been 
raised.  
   Paul Valentin, the International Director 
of Christian Aid, who lives in Oxford, 
dropped in to Diocesan Church House to 
update us on what the agency is doing to 
help.
   Christian Aid responded from its office 
in Delhi, through a link up with regional 
partners, giving an immediate grant from 

its unrestricted resources. They linked up 
with the Lutheran World Federation and 
Danish Church Aid which works under 
the Global Act Alliance. “We have been 
working flat out since the earthquake hit.” 
Christian Aid has helped provide 100,000 
people with shelter, which Paul says is 
a big achievement.  He said it is money 
from Christian Aid Week collections, 

often in Anglican churches that helps 
the agency to be able to step in to a crisis 
situation. Funding is also available from 
the Disasters Emergency Committee. 
“People have been generous and we have 
money to work with for the next three 
years. We haven’t had to do very much to 
prompt churches to give. In my experience 
they are always very generous in a 

disaster situation. We have a core of loyal 
supporters who are prepared to step up.” 
The rebuilding projects are ongoing and 
Paul will be visiting Nepal in September. 
“I’ll be able to see the work that’s being 
done and thank the teams who are 
doing the relief work to give them moral 
support,” he added. 
Continued on page two...

Christian Aid’s local partners are distributing vital emergency supplies in the worst affected areas of Gorkha and Kathmandu Valley. Here, in the 
village of Kirtipur, a woman receives blankets and food. Photos: Christian Aid/Sam Spickett
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STAFF at Diocesan Church House are still 
expecting to move to new premises later this 
year. However, as the Door went to press, 
negotiations were ongoing. As soon as there 
is any news to report, we will post it online at 
www.oxford.anglican.org.

A NEW General Synod will be elected this 
summer.   The General Synod (pictured 
above) is the national assembly of the 
Church of England, commonly referred to 
as the Church’s Parliament. It considers 
and approves legislation affecting the 
whole of the Church of England, authorises 
new forms of worship, debates matters of 
religious and public interest, and approves 
the annual budget for the work of the 
Church at national level.
Why stand?
   Because your voice counts. To serve 
the breadth of the Church of England, 
Synod needs to hear the voices of clergy 
and lay people of all ages, backgrounds 

and traditions and with a wide range of 
experience and skills. Teachers, stay-at-
home parents, students, counsellors and 
full-time volunteers were among the laity 
in this Synod. Clergy range from people in 
the early years of their ordained ministry 
to those with extensive senior ministry 
experience. If you are 18 or above, you are 
eligible to stand. Both clergy and laity need 
to find a proposer and seconder (clergy 
need to be nominated by clergy electors 
in their diocese and lay people need to 
be nominated by two lay members of a 
deanery synod in their diocese).
   Find out more at www.oxford. 
anglican.org/generalsynod2015. 

Could you be a part of the General Synod?

DIOCESAN Synod was due to meet on 
Saturday 20 June after the Door went to 
press. 
   On the agenda were a Presidential 
Address by the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher; the 
presentation of the Annual Reports 
of the Diocesan Boards, Councils and 
Committees; the AGM of the Board 
of Finance; the outline of the 2016 
budget and parish share allocation; 
amendments to the constitutions of 
both the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral 
Committee; a presentation on the work 
around the mission of the Church in 
new communities; and the annual report 
and accounts of the Diocesan Board of 
Education. To find out more see www.
oxford.anglican.org

DCH relocation

...continued from page one
   Carol Wills, who is heavily involved in 
Oxford’s Fairtrade movement, had recently 
met Nepalese Fair Trade representatives 
at the Fair Trade World Conference. 
“Something this sensational hits the news 
for a week or two and then dies down as 
something else happens.
   “The job of reconstruction is going to 
take years and years,” said Carol, who was 
aware that buildings that had been part 
of the country’s culture and tradition, and 
attracted tourists had been destroyed. “The 
job of reconstruction is absolutely vast so 

the Nepalese Fairtraders are doing their 
bit. I would urge you that if you are going 
to buy Fairtrade, buy Nepalese products. 
Buy things like the lovely pashmina shawls 
that come from Nepal.”
 To donate to the Nepal appeals go to: 
www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/
current/nepal-earthquake-appeal/   
 
www.rope.org.uk where you will also 
find details of a prayer campaign and 
anglicanalliance.org/news/20226/
update-from-nepal-after-recent-
earthquakes

Tackling the Earthquake’s aftermath

Hundreds of thousands of people continue to sleep outdoors, too scared to return to their 
shattered homes for fear of aftershocks. Photos: Christian Aid/Sam Spickett

CAMILLA, the Duchess of Cornwall, unveiled a new commemorative stained glass 
window at St Martin’s Church, Bladon, in Oxfordshire, the last resting place of Sir 
Winston Churchill. The window commemorates the 50th anniversary of the death 
of Sir Winston Churchill.
    Sir Winston has a simple family grave in the churchyard. The church contained no 
memorial to Sir Winston, but it was felt that is was appropriate to mark the 50th 
anniversary of his death with a specially commissioned stained glass window on 
the south side of the church.  Emma Blount, a young stained glass award-winning 
artist, with work in churches in the USA and Britain, has designed a window which 
both reflects Christian heritage and includes representations of Sir Winston’s life 
and work. On arrival at Bladon Church Her Royal Highness was met by the Lord-
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Mr Tim Stevenson and other dignitaries including 
Their Graces The Duke and Duchess of Marlborough, The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 
(the Bishop of Dorchester), The Revd Canon Adrian Daffern (the Team Rector) and 
children from Bladon C of E Primary school.

Diocesan Synod

Camilla visits Churchill’s grave

A BABY’S christening turned into a service 
with a difference when Michelle and 
Henry Masters secretly decided to have 
their wedding blessed for their family and 
friends on the big day.
   The event was already a service with 
a difference as it was held in a barn 
belonging to Licensed Lay Minister, 
Annie Cooper. It included the baptism of 
Michelle, as well as one-year-old Douglas.    
The font used originally came from the 
Anglican school chapel, which is now  
Annie’s home. 
   Michelle said Douglas is the fourth 
generation of the Masters family that have 
lived in Rowsham, Buckinghamshire. “I 
wanted to be baptised too because I wasn’t 

as a child. When Henry and I got married 
we had a civil service in an apple orchard, 
so we decided to have a surprise wedding 
blessing too.” she added. 

A christening with a difference
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HOLY Trinity Garrison Church in 
Windsor has released initial designs for a 
large memorial for the 53 soldiers of The 
Household Division who were lost in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. 
  It will take the form of a colourful 
garden, sculptures and memorial in a 
landscape redolent of both countries 
using native planting tolerant to the 
English weather. The Garden will 
surround the Church of the Household 
Division on its Island site in Claremont 
Place and will provide two terraces for 
outdoor events incorporating lots of 
benches. Right is an impression of how 
the church will look. 
    The original cavalry horse troughs, 
recently unearthed, will be refurbished to 
form water features as well as a practical 
watering stop for the cavalry horses of 
today. The sculptures on the East Terrace, 
which are yet to be commissioned, will be 
inscribed with the names of soldiers lost 
in the conflicts.  These features will be 
illuminated at night by energy efficient 

floodlighting. “Windsor has 
a special connection with 
the Household Division and 
this is a fitting tribute to the 
men of the Division lost in 
those conflicts not only for 
Windsor but for the whole 
country”, said Richard Cox, 
chairman of the Friends’ 
Organisation. 
   Richard will be working 
closely with military 
representatives to 
complete the design and 
organise fundraising. It is hoped this 
will encourage tourists to venture 
further down the town into the historic 
Claremonts Conservation area and the St 
Leonard’s Road Village. The designs are 
open to public consultation before formal 
consents are obtained and may be viewed 
in the church for the remainder of this 
year or on-line on the church’s Facebook 
page.

  The church houses the Division’s 
memorials of all the major conflicts in 
the last 170 years, as well as the only 
complete WW1 monument to the Brigade 
of Guards and the Brigade of Cavalry. 
     Donations can be made by emailing 
friendshtgc@gmail.com or sending a 
cheque made payable to Holy Trinity 
Garrison Church to Holy Trinity Church 
Office, Room 65, 34-38 St Leonard’s 
Road, Windsor, SL4 3BB.

Headteachers challenged to feed the 55,000
by Jo Duckles

HEADTEACHERS were given a welcome 
day away from their busy school schedules 
at their annual diocesan conference in 
June. 
   Feeding the 55,000: Mission Impossible 
was the theme of the day, which aimed to 
empower and inspire headteachers in their 
work. There are 55,000 pupils in the 284 
church schools in Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire.  
   Year Five children from Woodstock CE 
Primary School (pictured below) told the 

story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
before talks were given by Dr Peter Shaw, 
who has worked in several Government 
departments and written many books 
on leadership. Peter spoke on leadership, 
humility, handling power and decision 
making. 
   The Rt Revd Stephen Conway, (pictured 
right) the Bishop of Ely, who has taken 
over from Bishop John as the Church of 
England’s lead bishop for education in 
the House of Lords, and the Chair of the 
National Society Council which supports 
the CofE’s work in education, also spoke, 

on church schools for all and for the whole 
person.     
   Bishop Stephen encouraged head-
teachers, talking of the way church 
schools are not places where children 
are brainwashed, but encouraged to 
flourish and where it is perfectly normal 
to embrace and investigate the spiritual 
as well as the cognitive and emotional in 
their development. “We are proactively 
open communities in which all children are 
welcome from all faith backgrounds and 
no faith background. I have found myself 
talking to Imams who rather than have 
state Muslim community schools, say they 
want Church schools they can send their 
children to. We do not run faith schools in 
the Church of England but church schools 
for everybody.” 
   Bishop Stephen said the National Society 
is working on a new vision statement that 
encapsulates what the CofE stands for in 
terms of its work in education. 
   The event ended with a Eucharist, at 
which the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham and the Chair of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education, presided.    
   Retiring schools advisor, Jo Fageant, 
who has worked in the Diocese for more 
than 17 years, was presented with a book 
on knitting, flowers and a handbag as 
retirement gifts.

AFTER eight years of being locked up and 
not used, the church hall of St Mary and St 
John’s Church in Oxford is now a hive of 
activity as restoration work has begun. The 
project started in October 2013 but it has 
taken this long to raise the funds and secure 
planning permission. 
   There will be new floors put in throughout 
the building. There will be a new kitchen and 
toilets installed and it is hoped that the hall 
will be ready for use by October.  St Mary 
and St John’s Church plans to make this a 
community hall—open for a whole variety 
of community events and celebrations.  
Janet McCrae, a parishioner said, “We are 
restoring the hall so that it can return to 
being a community asset — a place for 
spiritual renewal, for social outreach, as well 
as a safe place for fun, learning and growth.”
   Churchwardens Rosy Hancock and Ruth 
Rundle said: “We hope the renovated hall 
will enable our parish to look outward and 
serve the social, economic and spiritual 
needs of this community.”  

Church hall 
refurbishment

CHURCH schools are committed to being 
inclusive and effective places of learning  
that actively promote a distinctive 
Christian character, says Anne Davey, 
Director of Education for the Diocese of 
Oxford.
   Anne was responding to a report into 
Religious Education that hit the headlines 
as the Door was going to press.  The report, 
by former Education Secretary Charles 
Clarke and RE expert, Professor Linda 
Woodhead, from Lancaster University, 
has made a number of far reaching 
recommendations that will need careful 
consideration. These included calling for 
the 1944 Education Act’s provision for 
a daily act of worship in schools to be 

scrapped and the emphasis to shift away 
from RE and towards moral and religious 
education. 
Nurture and respect
   Ms Davey said: “We want students of all 
faiths and none to know they are warmly 
welcomed in our schools and we want 
them to worship and learn in confidence 
with their peers, knowing their personal 
spiritual development will be nurtured 
and respected. Through our schools, we 
want to model to our communities that a 
personal Christian faith motivates us to 
serve them.
   “We acknowledge the challenges 
perceived by some community schools 
in 2015 in respect of the statutory 

requirements for daily collective acts of 
worship. We would be sorry to see the 
requirement of the 1944 Act abolished, 
however, we believe that the legislation 
gives schools sufficient leeway to design 
appropriate assemblies for their own pupil 
and staff communities. In our experience 
that is what is currently happening. We 
believe we have much to contribute to the 
debate about the appropriate content of 
school assemblies and would be pleased 
to work with all schools and faith bodies 
to enable an inclusive, meaningful 
experience in every school.”
   Anne’s comments were echoed by the 
Church of England’s Chief Education 
Officer Nigel Genders, who said: “The 

Church of England continues to be 
committed to the provision of high quality 
RE in schools which is vital for a balanced 
understanding of the world today where 
more than 80 per cent of the population 
are people of faith.  
   “The Church strongly supports the 
statutory requirement for collective 
worship in all schools and there is 
plenty of flexibility in the provision 
to enable all pupils to benefit without 
compromising their faith, or lack of it,  
spiritual and moral development. There 
is no expectation of commitment and 
the exposure to the range of religious 
traditions encourages community 
cohesion.”

Church schools aim to provide meaningful worship for those of all faiths and none

Trooping the colour in Windsor

Toby Goodger Associates Ltd of Windsor
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Bethlehem, and we need additional 
financial support to do this.

  In addition, to complete Phase 
2 we also need to purchase the 
final equipment required for the 
live studio; complete the Arabic 
translations; and pay the annual fee 
for the Radio Hayah website.

To deliver Phase 2 and make Radio 
Hayah ready for its o�  cial public 
launch, I need your support. This 
summer, to accomplish the above, we 
need to secure £8,788. Can you help 
towards this with a one-o�  special 
donation today?

For F, B, I, H, J, and thousands in the 
emerging youth generation that we 
are yet to connect with, please, today, 
consider the youth of Bethlehem and 
work with us to impact young Arab 
lives. 

To the right is an amazing picture. It is 
the opening to a water well that sits right 
underneath the Radio Hayah broadcast 
studio! What a great reminder of the 
purpose of this work! As we push to 
establish a platform that will speak a 

voice of hope and life to the youth of 
Bethlehem, this water well reminds us of 
the scripture when Jesus stood and said 
in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink”!

Please stand with us to o� er ‘living 
water’ to a generation! You can donate 
by completing and returning the coupon 
below, OR you can give online today at 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations, OR 
call us on 01782 251000.

Thank you
Jonathan Bellamy
Cross Rhythms CEO

“Wow, wow! I never heard 
anything like this in 
Palestine!” So said one of 

the first young Arab listeners to the 
exciting new Radio Hayah sound we’ve 
been putting together - and he was 
only listening to the brand new jingles 
package!

We already know how popular our 
Christian music is, through the response 
to our weekly show, Nagham El-Hayah, 
going out on an Arab FM station. The 
vision is really close now! Here are 
H and F recording those jingles...And 
below, J is drilling a hole for cables that 
link the main Radio Hayah studio to the 
computers on the other side.

J himself is also translating hundreds of 
Christian music reviews and articles into 
Arabic for the new Radio Hayah website. 
Along with local writers and a bank of 
articles on life in Bethlehem, that Radio 
Hayah website is coming together now!

Then, significantly, this March, we 
celebrated the delivery to the Bethlehem 

base of the equipment that will launch 
Phase 1 of this new online radio station 
for Palestinian Arab youth!

This equipment was actually ready last 
August, but processing it through so 
many departments and customs bodies 
took ages. But this year our mega 
box finally set sail for the Israeli port 
of Ashdod, cleared Israeli Customs 
and arrived at our base near Manger 
Square!

It’s an exciting milestone. We’ve come 
a long way. And we are now ready 
to complete Phase 1! Over the next 6 
months the Radio Hayah, 24 hour a day 
Christian music stream, will be set up, 
thoroughly tested and trialled and then 
integrated into the Radio Hayah website. 

At the same time work now begins on 
Phase 2 and this is where we need your 
help…

  Phase 2 involves training young 
Arab Christians to present and 
produce local content relevant 
for a Bethlehem audience. Right 
now a team of young people are 
volunteering for just that purpose. 
But we need to go and invest into 
them, to empower them to present 
the best radio station possible for 
their generation! To do that we 
need to send our radio production 
manager, IT Manager and myself to 

Hope for Palestinian Youth!
A new radio station, Radio Hayah, is being established in the Palestinian Territory 
of Bethlehem to bring hope in a tough situation where young people face so much 
that saps hope, as evidenced by a rise in the suicide rate of 400% in three years...

 I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross Rhythms’)
Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a one off gift

Card number                           

Issue number_______   Expiry date_______       

Please send me information on becoming a regular supporter of Cross Rhythms 
Bethlehem          

Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list

Name:
Address:

Postcode:   Tel:
E-mail:

Please cut out this form and post it to: Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR. Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make 
a donation or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 

✁

PI2309

What’s more, statistics show the highest rate of suicide is among those aged just 18-25 - the very generation 
that Cross Rhythms, in partnership with people like you, are passionate to reach with a unique radio vision, 
Radio Hayah, now being set up in the Palestinian Territory of Bethlehem!

This is such an important work. Consider the youth of Bethlehem...They are growing up surrounded by war, terrorist 
ideology, poverty, unemployment, hopelessness, hatred and fear. As one young man declared: “I can’t live without 
hope and dreaming, but sometimes our life here makes us so depressed”.
Young Palestinians face incredible obstacles that are daily bombarding their hearts and shaping their minds. What 
impact will this emerging generation have on that region? And they are not a small minority either. A staggering 48% 
of the Bethlehem population is under 18! What shapes a generation today, impacts the future of the world tomorrow! 

How can you and I help make a di� erence here? With Cross Rhythms you can. Here’s why...
A huge key to influencing hearts and minds is through media. Even in the Middle East we see this where various groups use the power of the internet to draw thousands of 
young people to their causes - sometimes even from out of our very own nation!
Recently, one youth worker in Bethlehem told us how so many young people have nothing to do but sit around in cafes consuming social media and the internet - vulnerable 
to the flood of media influence, voices and opinion that surges through those platforms, shaping the worldview of a generation.
This generation, who will determine the future of their region and beyond, need to hear today, another voice through media! Media in the hands of those who carry a life-
changing message: of hope and a future; of peace and wholeness of heart; and of the love of a Father, who would reveal to them their purpose and identity in Him. 
And you can help empower this today!...

‘Yes, I want to reach Bethlehem youth with Cross Rhythms!’
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A NEW online Bible tool has been 
launched by Tyndale House theological 
library in Cambridge.
   Scripture Tools for Every Person (STEP) 
offers free access to hundreds of Bibles 
and commentaries. It is particularly 
useful for teachers and learners who 
do not have a convenient library, 
especially in regions where the church is 
growing but there are few resources for 
understanding the Bible. 
   Users can look up a passage in three 
different translations at once, find their 
way around a large book like Genesis 
and investigate the meaning of words in 
the original languages, without having 
to learn Hebrew or Greek.  STEP gives 
access to Bibles and commentaries in 280 

languages.  In Saudi Arabia STEP opens 
up in Arabic and in Hong Kong it opens in 
traditional Chinese. 
    Once downloaded, (free) it can be 
used offline giving free instant access to 
hundreds of Bibles and commentaries 
where Internet access is poor. There are 
plans to add hundreds more languages 
and memory sticks that allow the 
resources to be available are being sent to 
the furthest corners of the world. 

  

Go to www.tyndalehouse.com/
donate to sponsor £5 for a STEP 
memory stick for someone in the 

less developed world. 

AN island in the 
South Pacific has a 
problem. It’s hollow. 
Anxiety levels are 
rising in a North 
American boardroom. 
Eve’s garden is 
bursting with next 
door’s rubbish. 
Even the ducks have 
relocated… they’re in 
Bangladesh.
   From the four 
corners of the earth 
come colourful, 
inter-connecting 
stories of humanity 
living with the wild, 
unpredictable effects 
of climate change in 
Baked Alaska - the 
forthcoming show 
from Christian 
theatre company 
Riding Lights.
   Scientists, farmers, oil magnates, 
climate warriors, prophets, mothers, 
journalists and others – they are all in 
the mix and hungry for a recipe of hope. 
In the struggle over power, some sound 
the warming bell, some blow hot and 
cold, while others make a pudding of 
the planet. Vivid, sharp and deliciously 
entertaining, Baked Alaska serves up the 
realities of climate change with flair and 
clarity about the temperatures involved. 
   In the high-energy, ‘seriously funny’ 
style for which Riding Lights is well 
known,  Baked Alaska is something we 
can all look forward to… unless we do 
something about it.

   Baked Alaska will be perfomed at 
Whaddon Way Church, Milton Keynes, on 
22 September;  St Michael’s Church, Ascot 
on 29 September and Warriner School, 
Bloxham, Banbury on 16 October.
 For tickets and/or more information 
call 01904 613000 or see www.
ridinglights.org/baked-alaska

by Mark Jones

It’s 2020, the Church of England is on 
its knees, Britain is in crisis politically 
and the first female Archbishop of 
Canterbury has just been appointed…. 

   Michele Guinness’ novel Archbishop 
intertwines the immense day to day 
challenges of the Archbishop’s role with 
flashbacks from the life and ministry 
of Vicky Burnham-Woods, the new 
Archbishop, charting not least the 
challenges of being a woman working in 
the Church and the slow route to gender 
acceptance. Although at times trying to 
keep track of the different characters is 
complicated, and at 543 pages it’s certainly 
lengthy, I found this an enjoyable read. 
   As a vicar’s wife the author has 
an experience of the Church and its 
institutions that make for intriguing 
reading. It’s certainly fascinating to see the 
development of the character through the 
book and the various forces, internal, social 
and political, that work behind the scenes, 
against the Archbishop. 
   The author also uses the book as an 
opportunity to put forward views as to 
the role the Church could play in society, 
for example in demonstrating more 
social justice. She makes  a number of 
observations that are tucked away about 
ritual verses spirituality and the way some 

churches side-line children and those did 
make me squirm. In some ways though 
that’s one of the beauties of Archbishop and 
while it is first and foremost a novel, there 
are thought provoking images too, such as 
the need for the Church to cease “forever 
looking in its rear mirror” and instead look 
“through the front windscreen at the way 
ahead”.  Fiction? Yes. Believable? In the 
main, yes. Prophetic? Who knows?! 
   Mark Jones is the Human Resources 
Advisor for the Oxford Diocesan Schools 
Trust and the Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education. 

Archbishop
Michelle Guinness
Hodder & Stoughton
£9.99

 Scripture tools for every person

Competition winners
Congratulations to the winners of the 
competition in the June issue of the Door: 
Mrs Gardner from Banbury; Mrs Pennock 
from Maidenhead and Mrs Sidebotham 
from Weedon, Bucks have all won a copy 
of The Barnabas Family Bible by Martyn 
Payne and Jane Butcher.

by Charles Chadwick

At the time when the Church 
of England is launching the 
National Funerals’ Project, a book 
that is designed to make people 

think more deeply about death and how 
we react to it is Smoke Gets in Your Eyes 
and Other Lessons from the Crematorium 
by Caitlin Doughty. This bracing and 
challenging book draws on the author’s six 
years working for a Cremation and Burial 
company in San Francisco.
   Ms Doughty gives a fulsome and graphic 
account of what happens to dead bodies, 
and the various processes and procedures 
they are put through, so this is not a book 
for the faint-hearted or the squeamish. 
But behind the graphic account of 
what happens to the dead in one city in 
America, she helps the reader not only to 
explore how the treatment of dead people 
has evolved over the centuries, but also 
to be prepared to look honestly at our 
attitudes to dying and death. 
   Both tragedy and humour, as well as 
candid honesty, can be found in this 
fascinating book which is extremely 
thought-provoking and well worth reading 
by anyone who wonders if for too long the 
subjects of death and dying, and how we 
treat the deceased, have not been thought 

about or discussed openly enough.
      On Wednesday 7 October at Christ 
the Servant King Church in High 
Wycombe the Revd Dr Sandra Millar, 
Head of Projects and Developments for 
the Archbishops’  Council will be leading 
sessions on the National Funerals’ Project 
for those who exercise a funeral ministry 
across the diocese.
The Revd Charles Chadwick is the 
Parish Development Adviser for the 
Dorchester Archdeaconry. 

Smoke Gets In Your Eyes and Other 
Lessons from the Crematorium
Caitlin Doughty
Canongate
£9.59

PETER Ball’s own interpretations of everything 
from characters from Alice in Wonderland through 
to St Frideswide and the Madonna will be on 
display in a forthcoming exhibition at Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral. 
   Peter has been making sculptures for the past 
50 years and is best known for his religious 
work.  He currently has more than 70 pieces 
in cathedrals and churches up and down the 
country. Among his most notable commissions 
are the Pieta in Winchester Cathedral, the Christus 
Rex which hangs above the nave in Southwell 
Minster and Southwark Cathedral’s Madonna 
and Child.  The exhibition runs from Sunday 6 to 
Thursday 24 September 2015. 
Normal admission times are Monday to Saturday from 10am until 4.15pm and Sunday 
from 2pm until 4.15pm.  
 For more contact the Cathedral on 01865 286165 or visit www.petereball.com

From Mad Hatters to Madonnas  Making a pudding of the planet
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Psalm 68 says that ‘God sets the lonely 
in families’, and right from the start of 
Gilead’s ministry we knew this was a key to 
successfully rehabilitating people su� ering 
from life-controlling addictions. The new 
bungalows we are building allow us to 
work with people in as close to a family 
environment as we possibly can, and this 
model is what has transformed so many 
lives.

People with addiction problems o� en have 
deep seated emotional or mental health 
problems relating to childhood and family 
di�  culties, and by unlocking these problems 
we can deal with the root causes of addiction 
and prevent relapse.

We provide a model of rehabilitation with 
an 85% success rate*, in a safe, ‘family’ 
environment. Residential rehab which gets to 
the root of their problems, uses work therapy 

as well as one to one and group counselling, 
giving skills training and practical as well as 
emotional, mental and spiritual hope; with 
experienced, quali� ed sta�  from support 
workers through to our on-site mental health 
nurse – this is what Gilead does best.

To build on what has already been achieved 
in the last twenty � ve years, our second 
new bungalow is underway. Faith Lodge will 
become the home of up to 8 female clients, 
providing a superb environment for their 
restoration into a new life, for them and their 
families.

The foundations and groundworks of ‘Faith 
Lodge’ are already in place. We are getting 
various quotes for the rest of the work, 
choosing the right builders and suppliers. 
The cost estimate is around £500,000, and 
this would translate into a valuable asset 
on the balance sheet once the building is 

completed. But more than a sound � nancial 
investment for us, it is an invaluable 
investment into people’s lives, and society 
as a whole, for many years to come.

Grace Lodge, our � rst new bungalow, was 
completed only because of the generosity 
of grant making trusts and individuals 
who sowed their � nances into the vision 
of ‘unlocking people, releasing potential’. 
The bene� ts from that building are already 
adding up, and we want to provide more 
people, like Valerie (see below), superb 
quality rehab in our next new bungalow.

Please consider making either a one o�  

donation or interest free loan to help us as 
we steadily build this second ‘ideal home’ 
over the coming months. Or become one of 
our regular monthly Partners who sponsor 
the rehabilitation of our Clients.

There is a form on this page – please take 
a few minutes to � ll it out with whatever you 
can a� ord; or go to www.gilead.org.uk where 
you can � nd out more about us and donate 
online.  Your � nancial partnership with Gilead 
changes lives every day. Thank you.

*85% success rate for people measured 
up to two years a� er successfully completing 
Gilead’s rehab programme.

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Any gift you give will be used for the work of 
Gilead Foundations. If you wish to restrict this 
for the building fund, please tick this box

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
A gift towards our building costs helps us ‘set the lonely in 
a family’ where they can receive help as they restructure 
their lives for freedom. Grace Lodge could not have been 
built without the financial help of donors just like you.
If you would prefer to become a regular financial Partner, 
we welcome donations of any amount but would suggest 
£20 per month.
If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973.
You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given.

Signed    Date
Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

DIO0615

From abuse, depression & drugs 
to fulfilling my dream
Valerie Parsons*, 25, is starting a Mixed Agricultural 
Apprenticeship at Risdon Farm, ful� lling her dream 
of working with animals. At Gilead she has overcome 
signi� cant di�  culties and begun to turn her life 
around from a pattern of self-destructive, addictive 
behaviour to a more mature and hopeful future. 
This is her story …

I grew up in a town in Cornwall, living with my 
Dad till I was 9 years old. Dad had short fuse, 
brought on by drug use which worsened a mental 
health condition. He also abused me.

My Gran became concerned for me so she invited 
me and Dad to go live with her and Grandad. She 
could see I was neglected, and she suspected 
something more. She got Social Services involved, 
and I � nally admitted to them what was happening 
to me. Dad was made to leave our home and I 
stayed with my Grandparents.

I always wanted to become a vet, but I couldn’t 
keep up my studies. At school I was bullied. I didn’t 
know how to relate to people, so I started to drink. 
I drank to � t in but also as part of ‘acting out’ the 
feelings I could not understand or cope with.

From the age of 14 I got worse. Skiving from 
school, drinking, getting stoned. I was clever, so I 
just about scraped some GCSE’s. But my behaviour 
was too much for my Grandparents and they had to 
ask me to leave.

I became depressed at 16, due to the guilt 
attached to the abuse, and I became quite 
promiscuous, which is typical of some abused 
people, putting myself into positions with men that 
were exploiting me.

I fell pregnant at 18, and wasn’t able to cope. I had 
a breakdown and pre-natal depression, and I was in 
a psychiatric unit until I went to maternity. I had Lisa, 
and just knew I would not be able to give her the life 
she deserved so with social services I put her up for 
adoption. I’ve heard she’s doing really well.

I felt guilty about Lisa and everything else, and 
I became addicted. I took anything I could get my 
hands on, and eventually overdosed so badly that 
I was in a coma for three weeks and in a really bad 
mental state for four weeks a� erwards. My Grandad 
came to see me, and said ‘Valerie isn’t even here’. 
He was accompanied by a Pastor who ran a soup 
run that I used.

I was scared, and asked the pastor to help me 
sort my life out. He organised for me to go to Gilead. 
I found it tough, they told me things about myself 

I didn’t want 
to accept - 
about my own 
resentments 
for example. 
I couldn’t 
handle the 
relationships 
around me so I ran away, back to my addictions, for 
a year.

I was working with horses on a farm in the 
middle of nowhere. The boss was a di�  cult person 
who also couldn’t relate to people, so the two of 
us together was a nightmare. About this time my 
Gran was dying and I wanted to make her proud 
somehow. So I headed back to Gilead, I literally 
packed my bags and began hitching. I got a li�  from 
a kind man who dropped me at a train station, paid 
my fare and gave me some money too.

This time at Gilead I am more determined; it’s 
been a year, I have almost � nished the programme, 
and I have my apprenticeship on the farm and at 
Duchy College. Ian Samuel has found a way to 
lovingly confront me, give me space to think about 
it, and then help me deal with my problems. My 
Gran died, and where in the past that would have 
been reason to go o�  the rails, I have dealt with it 
maturely, obviously still sad but keeping on with my 
new life.

I am working on how to relate with people all the 
time. But my love for animals has found a great 
outlet here. The farm director, Ben, has encouraged 
me lots in my farm work, and his belief in me really 
helps, as does the whole experience at Gilead.

My next step is to stay in the community here 
while I do my apprenticeship. I’d say to anyone 
who is thinking of supporting Gilead “Please 
do!” There are people here worth supporting, 
you continually see talents and gi� s come out of 
people, they’re not just addicts, they’re troubled 
and they need help to handle life’s problems in a 
mature way and they’ll be alright.
*some names have been changed for con� dentiality

Building on 
the successful 
completion of 
Grace Lodge

From this... ...to this 
with your help

Risdon Enterprises is registered with Care Quality Commission Reg No. 1-1230639748.
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Around the Deaneries - Aston and Cuddesdon

by Jo Duckles

THE Revd Alan Garratt, (right) who I 
met in the Thame Barn Centre,  is the 
Area Dean of the Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery.  The Thame Barn Centre, next 
door to the traditional St Mary’s building, 
is used for church events and is often hired 
as a reception for weddings. The church 
owns 50 per cent of the building and the 
town the other 50 per cent. It is run by a 
trust and used widely by the church and 
the community for a range of events. St 
Mary’s Church office is in the centre, which 
was originally a dilapidated barn that was 
refurbished in the 1990s. 
   Alan says the deanery he serves is a huge 
one, stretching from Chinnor in the north, 
down to Benson and Berinsfield, and 
taking in a massive swathe of primarily 
small, rural churches.
   Alan clearly enjoys living in the 
quintessentially English town of Thame, 
where he has been Vicar of St Mary’s for 
seven years. He took over as Area Dean 

two-and-a-half years ago.  The deanery’s 
three biggest centres are Wheatley, Thame 
and Chinnor, and there are a variety of 
smaller places including Benson, with a 
population of 3,000 and its military base, 
and nearby Berinsfield. 
   “The size and geography mean having 
a sense of oneness of vision in terms of 
mission is an area of prayer for us,” says 
Alan.  “There are lots of small churches 

with small congregations that 
are very much at the heart of 
their villages and greatly loved 
by villagers. 
   They are a strong presence 
but we are short on resources. 
Some of the villages are also 
affected by the commuter 
effect; with people moving 
in who have little connection 
with the community because 
their time is spent travelling 
to London to work.” 
   Alan’s own role involves 
being Vicar of St Mary’s and 
Team Rector of the Thame 
Team although he spends 
most of his time at St Mary’s, 
which is one of two Anglican 
churches in the town. “Thame 
is a classic market town that 
still has its cattle market. 
   “St Mary’s is a classic parish 
church. That’s what we seek 
to be. We are involved in the 
community at every level, 
running toddler groups and parenting 
courses along with others. 
   “In Thame, within the Team, there is also 
Barley Hill Church which meets in a school 
and we work closely with them and the 
other churches, which are well thought of 

in Thame. It’s a very traditional town. 
Each year we get a thousand people at 
the War Memorial on Remembrance Day. 
Between Barley Hill and St Mary’s we have 
very healthy congregations, around 200 
adults and 70 children.”

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: The Revd Alan Garratt 
Deanery Lay Chair: Simon Richards 
No. of churches: 51 
No. of benefices: 12

ONE of the major joint church projects in the town is Lighthouse, a week-long event 
at the start of the summer holidays that is attended by up to a thousand children and 
young people, from Thame, Long Crendon and Haddenham. The event has a budget of 
£40,000 and uses 300 volunteer helpers.

Lighting up the summer
AT St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley, plans 
for a major refurbishment are beginning 
to take shape. The Vicar, the Revd Nigel 
Hawkes, said the cost of the project was 
not yet known, but was expected to run 
into hundreds of thousands of pounds. 
With some funds already bequeathed to 
the church, the hope is that new heating, 
lighting and an all singing, all dancing 
sound system will be installed.
   “It’s a big piece of work and we are 
looking very carefully at the building and 
expecting it to take five to 10 years to get 
all of that underway.”

   Nigel was also aware of pressure on 
space in the graveyard at St Mary’s, and 
said the church was working closely with 
the Wheatley Parish Council to work out 
where new burial space could be found in 
the village. 
   Another exciting project is the plan to 
become a five parish benefice which will 
include Wheatley, Holton, Waterperry, 
Waterstock and Albury with Tiddington. 
The formalities were completd last year 
and the benefice will form one third of the 
new Shotover group, which was formed 
from the old Wheatley Team Ministry. 

IN Cuddesdon the relationship 
between Ripon College, where 
clergy are trained, and the villagers 
is a strong one. The college, known 
locally as ‘holy Hogwarts’ is nestled 
within the small village.   
   Villagers are proud that former 
students include Archbishops 
Robert Runcie and George Carey 
and villagers are proud of the 
college. The village fete is held in 
the idyllic grounds and this year 
raised £6,000.   The Revd Emma 
Pennington, Vicar of Garsington, 
Cuddesdon and Horspath, said: 
“Students use All Saints, the parish 
church, almost daily. We have a lot 
of college families who come on a Sunday 
morning. It’s a really interesting place. 
It’s unique because I never know who will 
come through the door. It’s this wonderful, 
eclectic movement of people.”   
   Many students and their children serve 
in All Saints (pictured above) during their 
time at Cuddesdon. At the end of the year 
the church holds a farewell service for 
them, giving the children a gift to go away 
with.

   

Emma added: “Each year we hold the 
enormously successful Festival of Prayer at 
Cuddesdon in July which encompasses the 
church, college and village.  It has a main 
speaker in the church and workshops on 
prayer and spirituality ranging from the 
traditional like Benedictine and Celtic to 
the contemporary such as contemplation, 
photography and mindfulness. We are into 
our fifth year this year and it is, like all the 
others, sold out.”

Refurbishment plans gather pace

A village with its own ‘Hogwarts’
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Mend the Gap - the sequel

There is much to be done to ensure young people, especially teenagers, feel the Church is relevant to them.  
The Door reports on the next Mend the Gap event, which aims to empower church youth and children’s 
leaders to do just that. 
by Yvonne Morris

It barely seems possible that four years 
have gone by since we hosted the 
first Mend the Gap event in Oxford in 
2011. Over 100 participants gathered 

that day to be encouraged, inspired and 
challenged. Four years on has the gap been 
mended? Or even closed a little bit?  It was 
great to see some churches re-engaging with 
young people as a result of the day. However 
overall there is still a significant generation 
gap.
   It’s encouraging that the language is 
changing to embrace spiritual nurture 
rather than “Sunday school education”. 
It’s encouraging that the importance of 
“intergenerational” as being critical to the 
faith formation and nurture of all ages is 
being increasingly realised and lived out. It’s 
encouraging that churches are embracing 
new models to enable the families to 
encounter God and church and disciples in 
a fresh way. 

    
    Yet the data does give us mixed reports. 
The Anecdote to Evidence report highlighted 
that those churches who invest in children, 
youth and family ministry do see growth. 
More than two million pre-school children 
attend a toddler group in a church 
(www.1277.org.uk).  That’s more than half 
of our pre-schoolers plus their carers having 
contact with church every week.  This is in 
stark contrast with our engagement with 
teenagers which sees a large number of 
our churches having no meaningful faith 
contact with this age group. 

“...involving young people 
in the adventure of 
following Jesus...”

   This demonstrates the challenge as we 
seek to “mend the gap”. It’s a time for us to 
gather volunteers, employed workers, PCC 
members and clergy from around the  

Diocese where we hope to step away from 
our assumptions and look at creative ways 
to be a blessing to young people, children 
and families – to “mend the gap” between 
the Church and the world. It’s about 
connecting generations and co-journeying 
in faith and about involving young people in 
the adventure of following Jesus and them 
being a full part in what it means to be, do 
and live church. 
Yvonne Morris is the Diocese of Oxford’s 
Children’s Adviser.

EVERY year Yellow Braces sees young people from Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire have a weekend of fun at the 
Hill End activity centre, just outside Oxford.
   Ian Macdonald, Diocesan Youth Adviser, who together with 
a team of hardworking volunteers organises the camp every 
year, says: “Yellow Braces is so important because young people 
get to encounter other Christians and people from different 
churches, gaining a bigger perspective of what it means to be a 
Christian, and part of the worldwide Church. They also gain a 
great reminder that they are not the only young people on the 
crazy adventure of being a follower of Jesus.”
   Don’t forget to pray for Yellow Braces which takes place 
this year during the 10 to 12 July.

Is your church planning or involved in a holiday club or activity 
days this summer? We’d love to be praying for you and your event. 
Just let us know: 

1. The name of the church, village or community.
2. The name or theme of the week/event.
3. How many children you expect to host.
4. How many team members you have/need.
5. Anything else you’d like us to know or pray about. 

Contact Yvonne Morris on 01865 208255 or yvonne.morris@
oxford.anglican.org  In the past a number of diocesan staff 
have committed to pray every day for events and we will continue 
to do so this summer. 

Praying for holiday clubs Yellow braces youth camp

Young people showing their creative side at a previous Yellow Braces

Has your church got Messy?

PICTURED above is a young particpant at the Messy Fiesta at last 
year’s Grand Day Out celebration for the whole diocese. 
   She is enjoying a sweet treat during a fiesta of puppets, crafts and 
other activities that brought together a huge selection of the range 
of Messy Church activities that aim to make church fun for young 
children. Messy Church is a worldwide phenomenon that aims to be 
Christ-centred for all ages and is based on creativity, hospitality and 
celebration. 
For more see: www.messychurch.org.uk/  
(Photo: Philip King)

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

Call us now to discuss your care options 

•  Around the clock assistance
•  Companionship
•  Housekeeping & cooking

Our carefully selected carers are there to 
help you retain your independence

If a Care Home is not for you,
have you thought about a 
live-in carer?

Advertising

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)



by Claire Bankole

For over a decade now Fusion Y&C 
UK has been on the frontline of 
youth and community mission in 
various locations across the country. 

Although as an organisation Fusion Y&C 
UK comes with almost 60 years of history 
and learning in frontier youth work, every 
country, region, city and village faces unique 
challenges and requires a unique response. 
   Fusion Y&C UK is about bringing young 
people and their communities together 
with hope. They believe this can happen 
with a long term, intentional, integrated 
and holistic approach to youth work and 
community engagement. Fusion has found 
that for young people to thrive they need 
to be fully integrated into and embraced 
by the community; and this is true at a 
congregational level as well. 
   Over the last 12 years, in Wheatley, 
Oxfordshire Fusion Y&CUK has seen 
the Christian community come together 
in mission. Together members of local 
congregations and residents who fellowship 
outside the village have owned the task of 
reaching the families and youth of Wheatley 
as well as blessing the community at large. 
For example, a weekly after school kids club 
(attended by 15 per cent of the village kids), 
an annual Holiday Club and Advent Pageant 
(part of the primary school schedule) 
together create a rhythm through the year 
that ensures consistent engagement with a 
high proportion of the residents. 

“We are excited to explore 
and learn together how 
we can all be more 
effective at building 
community...”

   This April the churches hosted the 12th 
annual community fun day, a chance to 
gather the whole community together and 
now a highlight in the village calendar. 
   Over in Whitley, Reading Fusion Y&C UK 
have been working with the churches for 
10 years or more on their South Reading 
Fun Day. By invitation from the Whitley 
Pastors, Fusion Y&C UK relocated their 
national headquarters to Whitley in April 
2014. Since then a research report has been 
released by the Fusion team into the needs 
and resources of the Youth and Community 

of Whitley. And so the adventure begins: 
gathering the local Christian youth 
pastors and other youth and schools work 
organisations to pray for the young people 
of the community and set strategy for youth 
mission that integrates into the broader 
church congregations. Naturally the team 
is also collaborating with local council and 
community groups for the benefit of the 
community.  
   It is an honour to be invited to the Mend 
the Gap event this year! We are excited to 
explore and learn together how we can all 
be more effective at building community 
within our congregations, within our 
communities and between the two.
   You might also be interested in a 
community mission training event on 

4 July at Woodley Hill House, Reading: 
‘Transforming Neighbourhoods: Discipling 
Communities’. The British Pilgrimage of 
Hope happens each year, a chance for all 
ages to explore their life purpose as they 
reflect on how God has used small groups of 
friends to change our nation and the world. 
  Claire Bankole is the National 
Coordinator of Fusion Y&C UK.
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Mend the Gap - the sequel

Everyone is welcome at 
Mend the Gap on Saturday  
17 October at Didcot 
Civic Centre. Mend the 
Gap will be hosted by 
Yvonne Morris (Diocesan 
Children’s Adviser) and 
Ian Macdonald (Diocesan 
Youth Adviser) and a 
variety of other contributors exploring Messy Church, 
intergenerational work, transitions, community festivals 
and more.  
 
To book go to https://mendthegap.eventbrite.co.uk

Book now for Mend the GapWin a Messy Church book
PROTECTING an egg as it drops from 10ft up or 
building a massive cardboard mountain are just 
two of the activities in Extreme Crafts for Messy 
Churches by Pete Maidment and Barry Brand. 
   The book offers craft activities involving 
construction skills, science or art and has just been 
published by the Bible Reading Fellowship.
   And the Door has three copies of Extreme Crafts 
for Messy Churches to offer in a prize drawer. 
   To be in with a chance of winning simply send in your name and 
address to Extreme Crafts competition, the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 
7 August. 

Visit www.fusionyac.org for more on 
the work of Fusion. 

Advertising

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

Us. The new 
name for USPG
Registered charity 
number 234518

Be inspired by the world church.

Order a FREE Us introduction pack
for your church. Call 020 7921 2200 
or email info@weareUs.org.uk

“Changed people make 
a better society. And 
the transforming agent 
is Christ’s love.”

Fr Andrew Devadason
Church of Ceylon

Bookkeeper required
A small Christian charity requires 
a part-time bookkeeper, 5 hours 
a month, to work alongside the 
Treasurer. Must be spreadsheet 
literate and ideally living in the 
Abingdon or surrounding area. 
Please contact Jeremy Starling on
01235 525418 or 
jstarling5@gmail.com

Jesus said:
I came to 
cast � re on 
the earth, 
and would 
that it were 
already 
kindled!

Lk 12:49 (ESV)

Above:  The 2015 Fusion St George’s Day  celebration in Wheatley, Oxfordshire.  
Below: A street  Party in Whitley, Berkshire.  Photos: Fusion Youth and Community UK. 

Fusion: on the frontline of youth and community mission
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enhancing church interiors across the country

Ronald Emett  fi ne furniture
01308 868025    ronald@emett.co.uk

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

UPALONG • HURSEY • BROADWINDSOR • DORSET • DT8 3LN
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

I highly recommend Exit Darcus. 

Give it to your teens - give 

it to anyone struggling with 

relationships.
Lieutenant T Conway, Salvation Army

Exit Darcus 
available 

on Amazon
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How are you, vicar?

The Ven. Olivia Graham on 
how the Diocese looks after 
the wellbeing of its dedicated 
clergy as the nature of modern 
life and ministry changes.
by Olivia Graham

In 2014 a national survey found that 
vicars rank number one compared 
to different occupations and levels 
of life satisfaction.  Publicans came 

bottom, ranked  274 and it turns out that 
a policeman’s lot is a moderately happy 
one, at 74, according to research carried 
out by the Office for National Statistics.
Almost all clergy gain great satisfaction 
from a role which is also a vocation – a 
chance to do something which goes with 
the grain of who they are, and who God 
is for them, and we are hugely fortunate 
in being served by a wonderfully faithful, 
committed and talented workforce.
   All jobs have their stresses, and although 
a bit of stress in life isn’t a bad thing 
(without it, we wouldn’t get out of bed in 
the morning), too much can be damaging 
to health and wellbeing.  The wholeness 
and effectiveness of our ministers depend 
on many things, primarily of course the 
extent to which they are “sustaining their 
sacred centre” – their relationship with 
God. But psychological wellbeing, which 
is usually a combination of personal 
circumstances, individual vulnerabilities 
and work related pressures, is extremely 
important for clergy, as for all of us. 

“Almost all clergy gain 
great satisfaction from 
a role which is also a 
vocation...”

   There is no doubt that ministry can be 
a pressured role, however strongly one is 
called to it.  Most ministers have multiple 
competing demands on their time and 
energy, and sometimes it can feel as if one 
is running from pillar to post, spinning 
many plates, trying hard to keep everyone 
happy.  And whether in parish, sector 
ministry or chaplaincy, the pressures 
which are experienced will impact on  
mental and emotional wellbeing.
   In October last year, all the clergy in 
the Diocese of Oxford were invited to 
participate in an online survey, organised 
through St Luke’s Healthcare  for the 
Clergy and their partner, InterHealth. 
The survey was designed to assess how 
our clergy are coping with the demands 
of their roles, and find out whether there 
are some groups that are more vulnerable 
to ministry pressures.  It was completely 
confidential, and the aim was to yield good 
information on which to make decisions 
about how to support clergy and help them 
to build long term resilience.   Nearly 200 
clergy responded.
What were the results?  Here 
are some of the key findings: 

What clergy appreciate:
• The culture of the Diocese – this 

encompasses encouragement, trust, 
consultation and communication, 
respect.  Three quarters of the clergy  

who responded experienced this 
positively.

• Relationships – with parishioners, 
colleagues, family and “line managers” 
– 85 per cent reported good 
relationships.

• Support – including help, guidance, 
recognition,  training – was  
experienced  positively by 70 per cent. 

  This is really encouraging, because it 
means that our leadership, our pastoral 
care and review and our training and 
support structures are all doing a good 
job.  And of course there is always room for 
improvement.  

What clergy find difficult:
• More than a third experience pressure 

from “living on the job” and in tied 
housing, especially when they have 
working spouses and children.

• More than a third are working more 
than 50 hours a week (some of them, 
many more).

• Workload is an issue for 64 per cent, 
both the amount and speed of it.  
Twenty per cent  of clergy had not 
taken a day off in the previous  five 
weeks.  About half said they were 
stretched;  a further quarter reported 
feeling strained, and seven per cent 
reported feeling overwhelmed.

• More than half are worried about 
church finances, and these are mostly 
older clergy.

• A third are experiencing personal 
financial pressures.

   A couple of  further things are worth 
noting.  Much has changed in our church 
life.  Parishes now take on far more 
responsibility for financing stipends, for 
safeguarding, for health and safety issues 
and so on.  The clergy  find that they are 
now often looking after more than one 
church building and congregation;  that 
they are dealing with a largely post-
Christian community; that their once 
automatic entry into community and civic 
life now needs to be negotiated, and that 
a ministry which was once seen as largely 
pastoral is now being viewed as missional 
and evangelistic.   

“Change is a feature of 
church life in a way it 
never used to be...”

   A number of clergy reported uncertainty 
about what they were there for, finding 
they were doing things which they didn’t 
think were part of their job or doing extra 
work to compensate for other people.  
The demands of multi-parish ministry 
are considerable, and time spent on 
management and administration is not 
time spent on mission and  ministry, which 
is frustrating. Change is a feature of church 
life in a way it never used to be, and a third 
of clergy find that the amount and rate of 
change, and the way it is managed, create 
stress.    
What can we do to enable our 
clergy to flourish?
   In response to what we have learned, 
and because the Diocese is committed 
to supporting its workforce,  the 

Department of Mission and the Area 
Teams will be looking at how to provide 
extra opportunities to help clergy build 
resilience to stress, manage boundaries 
more effectively and guard time off.  But 
clearly more needs to be done in spreading 
the workload, enhancing team working 
and the sharing of ministry, and providing 
adequate support for an increasing 
administrative load.  This thinking needs 
to be done largely at parish and deanery 
level, and is for all of us.
   Of course it isn’t just about clergy, 
although this particular piece of work was 
focused on them.  The bigger question is 
how we can all support and resource each 
other in our Christian lives and in the 
roles and ministries we fill.  Lay ministers, 
churchwardens,  PCC officers,  those who

work with children and young people, in 
schools and in the community, those who 
lead and those who enhance our worship 
through music;  those who look after our 
buildings and finances… we are all a part 
of the same enterprise, God’s enterprise.  
 
The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 

Staff wellbeing survey
Similarly, in Autumn 2014, the Diocesan Church House Human Resources Department 
conducted its first staff survey to look at staff wellbeing amongst other things.  
   It was pleasing to see that staff responded to this new initiative. There was a  
55.4 per cent response rate overall  and a useful set of data was obtained, which  
will enable us to take action to address the issues and concerns that were raised by staff.  
   The results gave us a not very different picture to that of the clergy in terms of 
work pressures. However, whilst they felt that at times the volume of work or many 
competing demands created stress that need to be addressed, our staff remain 
committed to the work of the Diocese.   
Poli Shajko is the Diocese’s Director of Human Resources. 

For more on the 2014 survey 
see www.theguardian.com/
money/2014/mar/21/vicars-
greatest-job-satisfaction-publicans-

least-happy

Dawn French as the jolly Geraldine in the Vicar of Dibley. Photo: The BBC 
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Education remains at the top 
of policy making agendas and 
recent changes have created 
many more options for how 
schools are managed.

The Oxford Diocesan Schools 
Trust was set up in 2012 to 
support schools right across the 
Diocese and now serves over 2500 
pupils and their families.

Anne Davey writes on their 
webpage, “ODST is a place 
where all are welcome; for both 
CofE schools and community 
schools, for staff and pupils 
of all faiths and none, where 
academic excellence abounds 
and where pupils and staff 
are enabled, valued and 
encouraged to become outward 
looking, resilient learners and 

professionals. We 
believe in the 
transformational 
power of human 
relationships. 
By building 

effective relationships between our 
schools in hubs and by encouraging our 
schools also to play their fullest part 

in the existing networks 
to which they belong, 
we believe that we can 
work collaboratively to 
raise attainment and 
ensure schools get better 
together. 

So whether you are 
considering further 
education for yourself, 
or are interested in 
what is available for 
younger generations, it 
is worthwhile noting that 
Christians are playing a 
crucial role by serving 
God, their own community 
and those outside the 
Church in education.

New development 
in education

Headteachers enjoy coffee at the Diocesan heads’ conference

Headteachers enjoy coffee

Blenheim Palace, where this year’s Diocesan heads’ conference took place
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EXPLORING YOUR
FAITH OR TRAINING

FOR MINISTRY? 
SEITE provides certificate, diploma, and degree courses
in Theology and Ministry, taught by highly qualified and

experienced staff. You will study locally at our easily
accessible teaching centres in London or Canterbury.

Interested? Have questions? Please contact us:
E-mail: admissions@seite.co.uk Tel: 01227 471120

Website: www.seite.co.uk

SEITE_Advert_FINAL.indd   1 04/06/2015   14:03

“                                  .     

                                 ”

“You make life-long friends”

“Excellent”

Rather than say how brilliant we think our

school is, we asked some of the students to tell you ...

“You’re allowed to get messy!!!”
“The best thing about the school is 

how good the teachers are!”

“The great thing about it being a 

small school is that the teachers 

really get to know you”
“We’re like a whole massive family!”

Please get in touch to find out more

www.tkswitney.org.uk

01993 778463

The King’s School, New Yatt Road, Witney, OX29 6TA

“Extraordinary”

“My teacher is really amazing, 

she’s a faith builder so if someone is 

scared she helps them find courage!”

“I’m listening to God 

more and hearing
 God more”

“Our teacher is very good at 

letting everyone have a go and 

encouraging you to try.”

“Epic!!!”“We have devotions everyday 

which is a great space to 

explore faith”

“Awesome!”

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

“There’s a really 

good pupil teacher 

relationship”

“What will your

experience be?”

“We’re given a lot of space 

to express ourselves”

Trinity Christian School 
www.trinitychristianschool.org.uk  

Trinity Christian School is a growing, 
friendly independent Christian school 

using a distinctively biblical approach to 
teaching and learning.  

Rated 'Good' by Ofsted, 2013  
For more information on pupil or staff 

vacancies or to visit the school  
contact the headteacher, 

Naomi Mobbs 07583 883417   
info.trinitychristianschool@gmail.com  
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SIMPLY GOOD NEWS FROM

What exactly makes the 
Gospel ‘good news’?

Find compelling answers
from one of the world’s leading
New Testament scholars.

978 0 281 07303 0    •    £9.99 

www.spckpublishing.co.uk
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

SPCK_The Door ad - simply good news (05.06.15).indd   1 28/05/2015   09:30

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

CharlburyOxford

Pet friendly apartments 
in attractive locations across 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire
Hanover Close, Charlbury and Wyndham House, Oxford off er a range 
of properties designed to make your life easier. You’ll have an estate 
manager to take care of garden maintenance. There’s also useful on-site 
facilities, plus optional social activities too.

With other estates available in Oxfordshire and Berkshire, Hanover off er 
properties for rent and sale across England. Why not fi nd out more?

Call   01608 810661  (Hanover Close)
Or     01865 511239  (Wyndham House)
Visit hanover.org.uk

*55-59 year olds may also be considered for certain properties. You may be eligible for housing 
benefi t – please ask for details. Subject to status, terms and conditions.

Over 60*?
Looking to 

rent locally? 
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Christ Church Cathedral Summer Lectures 
 

THE POETRY OF 
FAITH 

 
22 July 

Geoffrey Hill 
The Revd Canon Edmund Newey, Sub Dean 

 
29 July 

Augustine of Hippo 
Canon Carol Harrison, Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity 

 
5 August 

Christina Rossetti 
The Revd Richard Smail, Priest-in-charge of Rousham 

 
12 August 

Creation and Literature 
The Revd Canon Angela Tilby, Diocesan Canon 

 
 

4.30pm in the Priory Room 
 

Evensong at 6pm 
 

Admission is free, all are welcome and there is no need to book in advance. 

 
 

AVE MARIA 
 

A concert of 
music in honour 

of the  
Virgin Mary 

 
with music by  

Britten, Bruckner, 
Joubert, 

Rachmaninov, 
Villette and more 

 

 
The Cathedral Singers of Christ Church 

in the glorious surroundings of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

 

8.00pm Saturday 25th July 2015  
 

Director – John Padley 
Organ – Benjamin Giddens 

 
Tickets £14 (£12 conc) 

Available on the door and from  
Tickets Oxford www.ticketsoxford.com  

 01865 305305 

SIGN UP NOW
www.christianaid.org.uk/royalparkshalf

GIVE POVERTY 
THE RUN AROUND

UK registered charity no. 1105851  Company no. 5171525  Scot charity no. SC039150  NI charity no. XR94639  Company no. NI059154  ROI registered charity no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo 
are registered trademarks of Christian Aid. Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid May 2015.  15-J3868
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Reflection - The spirituality of waiting

Unconvinced on climate change 
I was disappointed by what I regard as a lack of editorial 
balance in allowing the article on the front of the June 
2015 Door to push one side of the climate change issue. 
Not everyone is convinced of the arguments of the 
climate change lobby.
   There is a natural cycle of global warming and cooling 
over the centuries/millennia depending on the sun’s 
energy output. The earth’s orbit around the sun varies 
from year to year. I would submit that the earth is far 
too large and the climate far too complex for humans to 
have anything but a minor effect. This does not mean 
that we should not strive to look after creation much 
better. 
   Your article concludes by concern that ‘fossil fuel’ 
assets will become worthless if held. If we go totally 
down the no-carbon route and the lights go out, it 
won’t be just these assets that will drop in value as the 
economy is diminished. In one week the UK relied on 

coal for 25 per cent of its energy while one per cent was 
coming from windmills. The major economies of Asia 
and the Far East are adding power stations that will add 
far more CO2 than the UK’s annual emissions. These 
countries may well not allow a treaty forward in Paris. 
These conferences always seem to be held in tourist 
areas... Bali and Copenhagen spring to mind. Please 
may we have a little more balance in future. This is not a 
simple issue.    
Martyn Green, Little Kingshill, Bucks.  
 
It is good to agree on the need for better care for creation. 
On the causes of climate change, the Diocese of Oxford, 
like the CofE nationally and the Government, accepts 
the scientific consensus that the changes we are seeing go 
beyond patterns of natural variability and are consistent 
with what we would expect from natural variability plus 
greenhouse-gas induced warming caused by human activity. 
Maranda St John Nicolle, Diocesan World 
Development Adviser. 

Do you open your eyes for the Grace? 
When the Grace is recited at the end of a church meeting 
to bring it to a close, do you close your eyes to pray it,  
or do you keep your eyes open and make eye contact 
with each other person in the group with their eyes 
open and smile meaningfully at them while reciting it? 
If your custom is to close your eyes, take a chance and 
open them next time and you may find you have been 
seemingly left out of another fellowship. It may also 
betray the churchmanship of members of the group! 
When did this custom start and what was the thinking 
behind it?
Susan Scott, St Helen’s Church, Abingdon, Oxon. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either 
by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford  
OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 
Letters sent electronically will be more likely to be published. 
Letters should be no more than 250 words.

by Judy French

Waiting is a curious business. 
‘What are you waiting for?’ 
can be a genuine enquiry or 
an expression of irritation. 

“I can’t wait!” brings our impatience and 
frustration right out into the open. ‘Wait 
for me!’ reminds us that there are always 
those left or lagging behind when the rest 
of us rush on, without waiting. Having 
to wait for something can heighten our 
anxiety, restlessness, and boredom, or 
bring with it a sense of powerlessness or 
simply a lack of focus or purpose. 
   And yet, as the holidays progress, many 
of us will quite happily join long queues 
of people waiting to get in to the most 
popular attractions. There are some of 
us who are waiting with great longing 
for a difficult time to end, for whom the 
Biblical cry “How long, O Lord?” (Ps 13) is 
poignantly heartfelt.
   Whether we’re good at waiting or not, 
it is something God expects of us. “Wait 
for the Lord, be strong and let your heart 
take courage; wait for the Lord” (Ps 27:14). 
It runs (a bit like a dripping tap) through 

the Bible. We don’t have to look far for 
examples. Abraham and Sarah had to wait 
for years for God to deliver on his promise 
of a son. Job had a long and painful wait 
for redemption. God’s people in exile had 
to wait centuries to return home. The 
disciples were told by the Risen Jesus to 
wait for the Holy Spirit. Mary had to wait, 
first for the birth of her son, then at the 
foot of his cross, pondering whether this 
was the promised throne for her Son, or 
was there something more to come? In 
each case, God delivered, though we are 
warned that his timing rarely matches 
ours.
   There are some who didn’t wait. The 
Israelites, waiting at the foot of Mount 
Sinai for Moses to return from his meeting 
with God, got so impatient that they got 
on with making their own gods, with 
deadly results (Ex. 32). Saul didn’t wait 
for Samuel but got on with doing the 
pre-battle sacrifice himself, and ended up 
losing his kingdom (1 Sam.13). 
   The question is not “why”, “how long”, 
or even “what” we are waiting for, but how 
we wait. Not with foot-tapping, finger-
drumming impatience, but with hope, 

faith, expectancy, 
awareness and 
purpose. Waiting 
is not the absence 
of activity but “the 
art of savouring the 
future, of staying 
in the present and 
of finding meaning 
in the waiting” 
(Paula Gooder, 
The Meaning is in 
the Waiting). If the 
incarnation means 
anything, it’s about 
discovering God 
with us, in the 
present, in the 
waiting. Profound 
moments can happen in between promise 
and fulfilment, glimpses of God’s presence 
unexpectedly breaking in on us. The 
present is the only place where we will 
meet the One called “I AM”. If we do not 
turn aside, and wait for the Lord, we 
might miss the pearl of great price, or the 
treasure hidden in the field. “The Kingdom 
of God is among you” (Luke 17:21). 

   We have been called to wait even longer 
for a new diocesan Bishop. It could be a 
time of frustration, impatience, weariness, 
and apathy. Or it could be a time filled 
with a profound sense of God’s presence, a 
time of nurture, growth and blessing. “The 
meaning is in the waiting”  (R.S.Thomas, 
Kneeling). 
The Ven. Judy French is the  
Archdeacon of Dorchester. 

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Production/Distribution Manager: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: prayerdiary@oxford.anglican.org
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The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
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of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

...continued from page 16
   When he was growing up, Reggie would 
sit at the front of the church, but now, 
as churchwarden, he often just enjoys 
sitting at the back, looking at the roof 
and experiencing a sense of peace in a 
beautiful building. “You can’t beat it as a 
way to spend an hour once a fortnight,” he 
says. 
   With 125 full-time equivalent employees 
at his park, Reggie is no stranger to co-
ordinating a lot of people. Those who live 
outside the park stay in the surrounding 
cottages, or in the West Oxfordshire towns 
nearby. And all of them can access the 
pastoral care from the ministry team in 
times in their life when they may need it. 
Once a year they can enjoy the children’s 
carol service and tea party. “The minister 
who does it is popular with children and 

staff but there has never been any attempt 
by my father or me to proselytize anyone,” 
says Reggie.   
   The only days the dedicated Reggie is not 
at the park is when he is away on holiday. 
“It must be a nightmare for the staff but I 
love seeing the animals and the gardens,” 
he says. As we walk around he picks up 
any litter he spots.  “I’m very proud of it. 
We employ lots of people. I hope that it’s a 
fulfilling workplace. I think because there 
is a strong ethical approach in what the 
wildlife park runs and what it’s here for 
and what it tries to achieve. I think most 
if not all of the staff buy into that and feel 
proud as well.
   “I am often on site, picking up litter, 
walking around and talking to visitors. I 
reply myself to every email and letter, so 
any complaints come to me,” adds Reggie.  

He holds just one meeting a month for his 
managers, and says that all of the staff are 
busy, knowing what needs to be done and 
getting on with it.
   While not looking to be a global player, 
Reggie wants the park to be somewhere 
visitors from the surrounding area 
return to and continue to enjoy. As we 
walk around he points out an enclosure 
within the walled garden, the area that 
includes both the penguins’ bathing 
area and the Madagascan Walkthrough, 
where visitors can meet Lemurs face-
to-face. It is an aviary which, when 
improvements are completed, will provide 
another walk-through experience. “Our 
latest innovation was our new children’s 
playground,” adds Reggie. “We are always 
looking for ways to improve.”

To win one 
of three 
copies of 
Rhinos on the 
Lawn send 
a postcard 
with your 
name and 
address 
to Rhinos 
competition, 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 
 7 August. 

Win a book

God in the Life of...
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NOT everyone grows up with 
first-hand experience of rhinos 
and other endangered species. 
For Reggie Heyworth, the 
various animals and beautiful 
gardens at the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park have been part of 
his life since he was just eight. 
Reggie, who juggles running 
the park with a role as a 
churchwarden, tells Jo Duckles 
his story.

In Reggie’s office the walls are decked 
with pictures of animals, including 
some striking black and white images 
of elephants. There are ostrich eggs, 

peacock feathers and even a defunct wasps’ 
nest which Reggie lets me handle.
   Brought up in a family where going to 
church was compulsory, Reggie remembers 
the vicar, the Revd Stanley Fisher, a don 
from Merton College who wrote a history 
of the local area.  “I was christened by 
him and he remained our vicar until I 
was 10 or 11. He was a figure of great 
importance and my parents respected him 
enormously. We were lucky to have such 
a wonderful man and such an academic,” 
says Reggie, who was quickly inspired by 
the “wonderful” people he met through 
the church. He was privileged to follow in 

his late father, John’s footsteps, not only 
as the Managing Director of the family 
business, but as churchwarden of St Mary 
the Virgin, Holwell. 
   John founded the wildlife park in 1970 
as a way of reinvigorating the decaying 
Bradwell Grove Manor and its surrounding 
estate, with a £40,000 bank loan and a 
passion for animals and gardens. The 
investment in the land, which had been in 
the family for generations, clearly paid off 
as 45 years later the wildlife park is both 
thriving and evolving. 

“I hope visitors leave with 
an enhanced love and 
respect for nature.”

   A full history of the park was published 
in 2012, entitled Rhinos on the Lawn. It 
was named after the iconic rhinos that 
graze on the lawn in front of the manor 
house and have become the defining 
characteristic of the park.
   Reggie is passionate about rhinos, and 
they even inspired a career change when in 
1990, and bored of working in banking, he 
moved to Tanzania on a wing and a prayer, 
first working on camping safaris and 
quickly moving into rhino conservation.  
   “I’ve always been mad about rhinos,” he 
says. “They are just so sweet, gentle and 
docile and so vulnerable.” He explained 

how, because of their gentle nature, it is so 
easy for them to be shot for their horns, 
which are valued in traditional Chinese 
medicine. “They don’t have a mean bone 
in their body. They are great big herbivores 
and they are magnificent.”
   Since taking over management of the 
family business, Reggie has also been a 
trustee of the Tusk Trust www.tusk.org – 
a charity that works to initiate funding, 
conservation, community development 
and environmental education across 
Africa. Part of its work is particularly 
focused towards stopping the poaching of 
rhinos and elephants.
   Reggie stayed in Tanzania until his 
father turned 70 and a diagnosis of 
Parkinson’s led to him needing help to 
manage the park. “We ran it together 
and we very much agreed together all of 
the decisions,” says Reggie, who since 

taking over has continued to provide a 
subtle message about the importance of 
conservation. 
   “It’s about letting nature do the talking 
really. I hope visitors leave with an 
enhanced love and respect for nature, 
even if it’s subliminal. The trees, gardens 
and landscape are as important as the 
animals. We want people to appreciate 
nature and learn in their own time. It’s 
stunning and it’s there for everyone to 
enjoy,” says Reggie, who doesn’t own a 
television and rarely looks at a screen.     
The manor house, as well as being home 
to some of the park’s staff, is used for all 
sorts of meetings for the 12 churches in 
the Shill Valley and Broadshire Benefice.  
It’s a rural area with 3,000 people all under 
one ministry team, led by the Revd Harry 
MacInnes.  
Continued on page 15...

Above: Reggie at the lemurs’ feeding time. Below: Rhinos, Ruby and her son Ian. 
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July/August prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, 
produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go 
to the house of the Lord!’ - Psalm 122.1 
 
JULY  
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for:

WEDNESDAY 1 Wolvercote and 
Wytham. Viv Bridges, Jo Coney, Rob 
Gilbert and Tony Lemon. For the 
churchwardens and staff as they oversee 
the interregnum. For wisdom, vision and 
discernment in the appointment process 
of a new incumbent.

THURSDAY 2 Deanery of Wallingford. 
Jason St John Nicolle, Gordon Gill 
and George Curtis. For plans to grow 
the deanery through sharing mission 
initiatives, for ecumenical work in the 
deanery especially Churches Together 
in Didcot and District and Churches 
Together in the Wallingford Area, for a 
continued blessing on Mark Bodeker’s 
work at the Great Western Park 
development.

FRIDAY 3 St Thomas the Apostle Cholsey 
and Moulsford. Andrew Petit, Val 
Gibbons and Derreck Lee-Philpot. For St 
Mary’s, Cholsey as we pray and plan for 
growth, especially reaching out to the 
new housing development of Cholsey 
Meadows. For Moulsford Church as we 
seek to reach out to and draw in young 
families.

SATURDAY 4 The Churn. Jason St 
John Nicolle, John Clarke, Jen Brown 
and Louise Butler. For God to guide and 
bless the prayer, outreach, learning and 
fellowship in our churches. At this time 
pray especially for the holiday Bible Club 
at Hagbourne, the renovations at North 
Moreton and the Science Missioner 
project. Blewbury School, Hagbourne 
School. Also for the Deacons’ ordinations 
taking place today.

MONDAY 6 Didcot Group Ministry 
- Didcot All Saints. Karen Beck, Hugh 
Boorman, Mark Bodeker, Stuart Roberts 
and Nick Hards. For the new University 
Technical College accepting pupils for the 
first time this September and a primary 
school to open in 2016, both being 

built in Great Western Park. For those 
involved in establishing these schools 
that they may not just be places of 
learning and development but be at the 
heart of the community as it develops. 
For those finding the pace of change in 
Didcot overwhelming. Pray that the local 
churches may witness to the unchanging 
nature of God who walks alongside us. All 
Saints School.

TUESDAY 7 Didcot St Peter. Hannah 
Reynolds, Fran Childs and Jenny Loder. 
For our Wednesday lunchtime worship 
and fellowship group for elderly and 
housebound people in the parish. That 
those who need its services will be led to 
us and that we may continue to flourish 
and so nourish vulnerable adults in South 
Didcot. Also for our carers and toddlers 
group, Little Fishes, with a shared 
lunch and act of worship. For our older 
toddlers moving on to pre-school places 
and for those mums who are struggling 
with post-natal depression and growing 
families under difficult circumstances. 
Northbourne School.

WEDNESDAY 8 Harwell with Chilton. 
Jonathan Mobey, Pam Rolls, Jan Radford 
and Peter Barton. For the planning of 
our annual summer holiday club and 
recruitment of the team, and for the 
two weeks of Prayer Spaces being held 
in our two local schools. Pray that these, 
alongside developing ‘Kids Church’ 
and making wise decisions around the 
popular and growing pre-school ministry, 
would take our engagement with local 
children and their families to the next 
level, and see many come to faith.

THURSDAY 9 Wallingford. David Rice, 
Jeremy Goulston and Jim Spence. For 
the appointment of our new Team Vicar 
– that the right person may be found and 
for those involved in this process.  Also 
for the various housing developments 
being planned and developed across 
the team ministry. Crowmarsh Gifford 
School, Brightwell cum Sotwell School, St 
Nicholas School, Wallingford.

FRIDAY 10 Deanery of Wendover. 
Mark Dearnley, Gavin Oldham, Gary 
Beynon, Allan Whittow, Norman Dick 
and Kevan Royle. For summer teas and 
church activities that draw in the many 
visitors to this area at this time of year. 
For General Synod, beginning today. 
Also for the first day of the Yellow Braces 
Camp.

SATURDAY 11 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp. 
Elizabeth Moxley.  For our Curate, Sally 
Bottomer, as she begins her ministry as 
a priest and discovers more of what God 
has in store for her. For the benefice as 
we welcome visitors to our social events 
and to look round the three churches over 
the summer months. For General Synod 
and for those on the Yellow Braces Camp.

MONDAY 13 Ellesborough, The 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville. Jan 
Henderson and Janet Wales. For our 
outreach work with children and young 
people and the re-ordering project for 
St Nicholas, Great Kimble. Great Kimble 
School. For General Synod. 

TUESDAY 14 Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden. Rosie 
Harper, Carolyn Bailey and Patricia Neale. 
For the huge team of volunteers enabling 
us to be an increasingly outward looking 
and inclusive church. For the purposeful 
flourishing of working together with 
other local churches. Great Missenden 
School. For General Synod.

WEDNESDAY 15 Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards. David 
Burgess and Pippa Soundy. For wisdom 
and discernment as all of our parishes 
build on the work continued or begun in 
the last year in areas of mission, ministry 
and community outreach. For resilience 
as we think and plan based on small 
(sometimes very small) groups; two tiny 
villages, two slightly larger, and their 
churches and wider communities. For 
the establishment of a ‘critical mass’ in 
everything we undertake. Hawridge and 
Cholesbury School.

THURSDAY 16 Little Missenden. 
John Simpson and Gary Beynon. For 
the CHRISTopher Project – an extensive 
programme of restoration, conservation, 
re-arranging and outreach. For 
developing ministries and vocations in 
the Parish. Little Missenden School.

FRIDAY 17 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden. Deiniol Kearley-Heywood 
and Teresia Derlen. For the six-month 
refurbishment project of Holy Trinity, 
Prestwood beginning in July. Also for 
Lighthouse Christian Children’s Holiday 
Camp at the end of July. For Bishop’s 
Council meeting today.

SATURDAY 18 The Lee. David Burgess 
and Pippa Soundy. Pray that we may build 
up again to the level of two or three years 
ago the numbers of our children and 
young people who benefit from the good 
work that is taking place in our Sunday 
school and all-age worship services. That 
we might strengthen our existing links 
between church, community and school, 
and find ways of forging new ones. For 
the Festival of Prayer today. Lee Common 
School. 

MONDAY 20 Wendover and Halton.
Mark Dearnley, Michael Hunt, Beryl 
Pearn, Ruth Dearnley, Joe Groat and 
Glenys Newman. The Select Committee 
for HS2 has a meeting in July with 
representatives of St Mary’s, Wendover 
together with organisations who use the 
church. Pray that we’ll find agreeable 
ways forward to limit the negative impact 
on this community of the proposed route, 
passing just 280 metres from the church. 
With Halton Open Gardens and other 
local interest initiatives, pray for the

Yellow Braces Camp 10 - 12 July.  See www.youthblog.org/2015/02/yellow-braces-2015.html
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July/August prayer diary

JULY
SUNDAY 5 For Bishop Andrew confirming at Crowthorne, 
Sandhurst and Owlsmoor. Bishop Alan confirming at 
Mursley. 

SUNDAY 12 For Bishop Alan confirming at Newport. 

SUNDAY 19 For Bishop Alan confirming at Milton 
Keynes. 

SUNDAY 26 For Martin Gorick in his role as Archdeacon 
of Oxford. 
 
AUGUST
SUNDAY 2 For Bishop Colin confirming in Wallingford 
Deanery.

SUNDAY 9 For Judy French, in her role as Archdeacon of 
Dorchester. 
 
SUNDAY 16 For Olivia Graham, in her role as Archdeacon 

church’s role in welcoming and in 
hospitality. Wendover School. For the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee meeting 
today. 

TUESDAY 21 Weston Turville. David 
Wales, Susan Fellows, David Blackmore 
and Tony Eccleston. For the ministry 
team as we welcome our new curate, Revd 
Sue Smith, into our team and church 
community. Also, for our Swift community 
building project, as we raise money for 
our much needed extension for accessible 
toilets and a meeting room that will help 
us to serve the community better. Weston 
Turville School.

WEDNESDAY 22 Festival of Mary 
Magdalene Deanery of Witney. Toby 
Wright, Mandy Studley, Sue Campbell, 
Sally Wright and Jeff Hill. For the Acting 
Area Dean, Ron Curtis, and all the wardens 
of our 38 churches. For our Deanery 
priorities of schools ministry, men’s 
ministry and Mission Action Planning.

THURSDAY 23 Bampton with 
Clanfield. David Lloyd, Celia Humphreys, 
Dennis Piper and Arthur Pont. For 
the continued success and growth of 
Messy Church in Bampton. For further 
strengthening of links with our three 
primary schools, Aston and Cote, Bampton 
and Clanfield. 

FRIDAY 24 Brize Norton and 
Carterton. Bill Blakey and James 
Maddern. Give thanks for Rev Bill Blakey’s 
recovery from cancer. Pray for us as 
we reassess our vision and priorities in 
relation to mission, and for our work 
with RAF chaplains. St John’s School, 
Carterton.

SATURDAY 25 St James’ Day Burford 
with Fulbrook and Taynton, Asthall 
with Swinbrook and Widford. Richard 
Coombs, Cedric Reavley, Jonathan Hunter 
Dunn and John Leach. For the completion 
of the redevelopment of Burford’s church 
hall (The Warwick Hall) to create a new 
church and community hall, on time and 
within budget. For finding effective ways 
of reaching the non-churchgoers in our 
villages with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

MONDAY 27 Cogges and South Leigh. 
Simon Kirby, Margaret Dixon, Nick Pike, 
Iris Adams, David Smith and Richard 
Young. For the growing outreach to mums 
and tots through the weekly Cogglets 
group at Cogges. For the plans at South 
Leigh to develop the church building so 
that it is better suited to serve the local 
community. The Blake School, Witney.

TUESDAY 28 Ducklington with 
Hardwick. David Adams, Ruth Edy and 
Ian Paul. For the members of our PCC as 
they work through the process of finding 
a new rector for our church. For all those 
involved in sustaining our worship during 

the interregnum. Ducklington School. 

WEDNESDAY 29 Lower Windrush. 
Andrew Tweedy and Billie Tweedy. For our 
preparations to launch Messy Church – 
for people, resources, ideas and effective 
publicity. For our informal riverside 
pub services to succeed in reaching and 
including many neighbours who don’t 
normally come to church. Standlake 
School, Stanton Harcourt School.

THURSDAY 30 Minster Lovell. Paula 
Clifford. For our outreach to tourists and 
to the village. St Kenelm School.

FRIDAY 31 North Leigh. Simon Kirby, 
Margaret Dixon, Nick Pike and Betty 
Harvey. For our work with children and 
young people throughout the parish; 
particularly for our youth project, the 
children who attend SPLaSh and our work 
with baptism families, as we strive to 
encourage them on their faith journeys. 
Also for North Leigh Church of England 
School, its pupils and staff, as they 
begin a different phase under the new 
Headteacher, Deborah Seccull.

AUGUST
‘For everyone who asks receives: the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened.’ – Luke 11.10

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power 
of the Spirit for: 

SATURDAY 1 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: Harry MacInnes and David 
Spence. Pray that we find God’s vision and 
unity for our work together as a benefice. 
For wisdom so that we can truly be a 
Christian presence in each of our diverse 
communities. St Peter’s School, Alvescot. 
St Christopher School, Langford.

MONDAY 3 Witney: Toby Wright, Neil 
Traynor, Joy Hance, Sally Wright, Joanna 
Collicutt McGrath, Alastair Blaine, David 
Exham, Rosemary Peirce, David Claremont 
and Sally Down. For the Parish of Witney 
during the Team Rector’s sabbatical – for 
a time of growth and deepening. For all 
those involved in mission opportunities, 
especially Acorns, the Late Night Café and 
our schools ministry. St Mary’s School, The 
Batt School, Hailey School.

TUESDAY 4 Deanery of Sonning. 
Julie Ramsbottom, John Smith, Bridget 
Crossley, Sharon White and Michael 
Johnson. For increased collaboration 
between the parishes within the Deanery. 
For wisdom, co-operation and visionary 
planning and execution as we begin to 
consider the new Deanery Plan.

WEDNESDAY 5 Arborfield with 
Barkham. Piers Bickersteth, Ben 
Thorndike and Mark Huddleston. Give 
thanks to God for our annual Holiday Bible 

Club in July which attracted 250 children; 
give thanks for the wonderful team of 120 
from the churches who gave their time 
and energy so willingly to teach the Bible 
and have fun with the children each day 
of the week. Pray that the seeds of the 
gospel that were sown may bear fruit and 
bring repentance and faith in Jesus in the 
future. Pray for Julian Bidgood, minister 
of Barkham, as he returns from sabbatical; 
give thanks for this time of refreshment 
and pray for him as he re-adjusts to active 
ministry.

THURSDAY 6 The Transfiguration. Christ 
Church Wokingham. Mark Huddleston. 
Give thanks for recent growth in our 
congregation and for positive responses to 
Christianity Explored courses. Pray that 
we would be able to make ever deeper links 
with the community so that more may 
come to know Christ. The White House 
School. 

FRIDAY 7 Crowthorne. Lisa Cornwell, 
David Ramsbottom, Gillian Gyenes, 
Hazel Berry and Lewis Simmons. For 
the Churches Together Friday activities 
on the recreation ground for families in 
the village. For our Café Eucharist on 16 
August. Crowthorne School.

SATURDAY 8 Finchampstead and 
California.  Julie Ramsbottom, Mark-
Aaron Tisdale, John Edwards, Hannah 
Higginson and Brynn Bayman. For the 
implementation of our new parish Vision.  
Also for our response to the challenge 
of both a major housing development 
(Arborfield SDL, c. 2,500 homes) 
and a Wokingham Borough Council 
redevelopment scheme (Gorse Ride Estate) 
within the parish. Finchampstead School.

MONDAY 10 Owlsmoor. Penny Crane. 
For being able to sustain a sacred centre 
whilst without a vicar; for all those 
responsible for this.

TUESDAY 11 Ruscombe and Twyford 
with Hurst. Simon Howard, Geoff Pugh, 
Paul Minton and Becci March. For growth 
in our relationships with families through 
the children’s holiday club at St Mary’s, 
Twyford. For the detailed planning and 
fundraising stage of the new parish room 
project at St James, Ruscombe. For clarity 
and unity over the next steps for fulfilling 
St Nicholas, Hurst’s new vision ‘to be a 
vibrant worshipping community rooted 
in Christ’s love’. St Nicholas School, 
Polehampton Infants and Junior Schools. 

WEDNESDAY 12 Sandhurst. John 
Castle. For wisdom and inspiration as 
we explore how to help families grow in 
faith and integrate into church life in the 
middle of their busy lives. Also for us as we 
explore how to make the best use of land 
formerly occupied by a daughter church, 
and consider alternative partnerships that 
could help us fulfil our parish objectives 

Our Bishops on Sundays



Advertising

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 

of Berkshire.

SUNDAY 23 For Karen Gorham, in her role as Archdeacon 
of Buckingham.

SUNDAY 30 For the Mission Department at Diocesan 
Church House.

A short guide to special Sundays and other events 
(with a global focus) from Christian Concern for 
One World that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is 
available at www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

 

and provide sustainable benefit for our 
work in the future. St Michael’s School.

THURSDAY 13 Sonning. Jamie Taylor, 
Alison Waters and Bob Peters. Sonning 
School. 

FRIDAY 14 Wargrave with Knowl Hill. 
John Cook and Jon Drake. Give thanks 
for links with five church schools in the 
parish, and opportunities to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Pray for the 
continued welcoming of newcomers, 
that they may be found by God as the 
scriptures are explained. For more leaders 
for children’s/youth work. Knowl Hill 
School, Crazies Hill School, Robert Piggott 
Infant and Junior Schools, The Piggott 
School. 

SATURDAY 15 The Blessed Virgin Mary.
Winnersh. Sam Denyer and Patricia 
Smith. The Coombes Primary School.

MONDAY 17 Wokingham. David 
Hodgson, Anna Harwood, Helen Charlton, 
Colin James and Michael Johnson. For the 
Rector’s sabbatical starting at the end of 
August. For the guidance of the Spirit as 
we implement our Mission Action Plan. All 
Saints Primary School.

TUESDAY 18 Wokingham St Paul 
(including Woosehill Conventional 
District). Richard Lamey, Patrick King, 
Debbie Davison, Judi Hattaway and Elaine 
Steere. For the whole parish as we begin 
the Partnership in Missional Church 
process together, that we might come 
to know and love God more, and for St 
Nicholas, Embrook as we seek to become 
more visible in the community and more 
confident in our witness. St Paul’s School.

WEDNESDAY 19 Wokingham St 
Sebastian.  Andrew Marsden, Ian 
Seymour, David McLeod, Russell 
Shipton, Jill Bright and Ann Potts. For 
the summer Friday afternoon outdoor 
children’s activities run by the churches in 
Crowthorne, at which St Sebastian’s will 
be hosting a prayer tent. St Sebastian’s 
School. 

THURSDAY 20 Deanery of Newport. 
Richard Caddell, Andrew Geary, Janet 
Gamien and Geoff Morris.

FRIDAY 21 Gate. Christa Pumfrey. For 
Christa Pumfrey, Geoff Morris and ‘home 
teams’ who lead services, for church 
growth, for the many couples getting 
married this summer, for the faithful few 
who keep the life of the churches going, 
for the deanery re-organisation and the 
appointment of another minister. Stoke 
Goldington School.

SATURDAY 22 Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe. Gary Ecclestone. For the 
children and young people participating 
in our Polar Explorers Holiday Club and 

the Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage this 
summer. For our healing ministry and 
recently launched Cancer Support and 
Carers’ Groups.

MONDAY 24 St Bartholomew. Lamp. 
Richard Caddell, Wendy Reidel, Joe Geary 
and Priscilla Parry.

TUESDAY 25 Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and Newton 
Blossomville.  Christa Pumfrey, Rod 
Cannon and ‘home teams’ who lead 
services; for the Infant School in Newton 
Blossomville and the after-school Bible 
club, for Lavendon Combined School 
and Spirit Level. For a deepening of faith 
and commitment and the Christianity 
Explored course in the autumn; for 
the deanery re-organisation and the 
appointment of another minister. 

WEDNESDAY 26 Newport Pagnell 
with Lathbury and Moulsoe. Karen 
Browne, Glynis Bell, Mervyn Evans 
and Colin Taylor. For our new Rector, 
Nick Evans, and for his ministry in the 
Newport Benefice. For the clergy, LLMs, 
churchwardens and laity in the benefice as 
we begin this new chapter in the life of our 
churches.

THURSDAY 27 Olney. Claire Wood, Ruth 
Ayling, Coralie Mansfield, Andrew Geary 
and David Richbell. For those working 
at and attending our Summer Holiday 
Bible Club and Young Adult Camp as they 
share the stories of Christ. For the many 
pilgrims and tourists who will visit St 
Peter and St Paul Olney over the summer, 
that they might feel encouraged and know 
Christ’s peace.

FRIDAY 28 Sherington with Chicheley, 
North Crawley, Astwood and 
Hardmead. Pam Fielding, Tim Dawson 
and John Fielding. Pray for us as we enter 
an interregnum and give thanks for the 
team who are working together during 
the vacancy. Pray for our previous Rector, 
Mandy Marriott, as she moves into 
her new parish. North Crawley School, 
Sherington School.

SATURDAY 29 Deanery of Vale of 
White Horse. Charles Draper, Jeremy 
Twynam and Penny Hockley. For our 
deanery as we welcome new incumbents 
in post after a time of multiple vacancies, 
that we will make a positive new start 
together. For our ministry to schools, 
Messy Church, Café Church, youth clubs, 
and other areas of mission in our deanery.

MONDAY 31 Cherbury with Gainfield. 
Richard Waterhouse. Buckland School. 

The Revd Philip Ritchie will be taking 
up post as Vicar of Cowley St John; 
The Revd Nicholas Evans will take up 
post as Rector of Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe; The Revd Jeremy 
Goulston will be leaving his post as Team 
Vicar of Wallingford and will take up post 
as Vicar of Uffington;  The Revd Sally 
Welch will be leaving her post as Associate 
Clergy at Oxford St Giles, St Philip, St 
James, St Margaret and will take up post 
as Vicar of Charlbury with Shorthampton 
and also Area Dean of Chipping Norton; 
The Revd Rachel Gibson will take up 
post as Rector of St Clement’s, Oxford; 
The Revd Judith Hattaway will take up 
post as Associate Minister of Wokingham 
St Paul; The Revd Jeremy Mais will be 
retiring as Associate Priest at Hambleden 
Valley; The Revd Colin Patching 
will be retiring as Rector of Steventon 
with Milton; The Revd Canon John 
Wynburne will be retiring as Vicar of 
Long Crendon with Chearsley and Nether 
Winchendon;  The Revd Jan Fielden will 
cease being Area Dean of Chipping Norton 
Deanery but remains Associate Minister at 
Charlbury with Shorthampton; The Revd 
Dave Bell will be leaving his post as Vicar 
of Watling Valley; The Revd Catherine 
Blundell will be leaving her post as Vicar 
of Winkfield and Cranbourne; The Revd 
Daniel Heyward will be leaving his post 
as Curate in training at Reading Greyfriars. 
The following have been given Permission 
to Officate: The Revd Diana Glover; The 
Revd Rosanna Stuart-Martin. We recall 
with sadness the deaths of: The Revd 
John Burrell and The Revd William 
Pugh.

Coming and Goings

Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral

Tel: 01865 276155   
www.chch.ox.ac.uk

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm).

Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us, from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold.
By your Spirit, Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.
This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are and seek and do.   Amen

Prayer for the vacancy in the See of Oxford



Advertising

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in July/August

thedoorpost

VOCATIONS EVENT: Wednesday 8 July at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd, Aylesbury HP21 8NH from 
8pm to 9.30pm. ‘What kind of leaders does the Church 
need?’ Speaker: The Venerable Dr Gordon Kuhrt. Book 
your place by going to http://tinyurl.com/pxsvp98 or 
phone 01865 208283.
 
SOCIAL MEDIA/WEB TRAINING: Free advice, 
training or support to parishes and organisations in the 
diocese for all things related to the web and social media 
- sessions available on Tuesday mornings at Dicoesan 
Church House between 10am and 1pm. Details at 
http://tinyurl.com/pm7dzjm or email webmaster@
oxford.anglican.org

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Diocesan Church 
House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 31 July 2015.

FRIDAY 3 JULY
South Leigh: Music Festival at 
St James the Great Church from 3 
to 5 July. Phone 01993 705833 or 
email liannepoyser@hotmail.co.uk 
for details. 
 
SUNDAY 5 JULY
Penn Street:  Cream teas at Holy 
Trinity Church HP7 0PX every 
Sunday until 13 September from 
3pm to 5pm. 
 
Tilehurst: Summer thanksgiving 
service for all ages at St Michael’s 
Church at 9.30am. Also a Eucharist 
and Anointing and Laying on of 
hands at 6.30pm.  
 
Chipping Norton:  The Waywiser 
Ensemble will perform a concert 
at St Kenelm’s Church OX7 4NN 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £12 (£10 conc; 
£5 under 18s). See www.tinyurl.
com/waywiser01 or phone 01608 
677728.

TUESDAY 7 JULY
Oxford: Barbara Brown Taylor 
will be speaking about her new 
book Learning to Walk in the Dark 
at Christ Church Cathedral at 
8.15pm. Free admission. See www.
chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral. 

THURSDAY 9 JULY
Oxford: The Retired Clergy 
Association Annual outing at 
2pm at Greys Court, near Henley. 
Please book your place by phoning 
01869 338225 or email viviane@
christopher-viviane.co.uk 

SATURDAY 11 JULY
Abingdon: St Michael and All 
Angels at 7.30pm. Piano Recital 
by Huw Rhys James of the Vienna 
Konservatorium. Tickets £9 (£7 
conc) in advance from Mostly 
Books, Stert Street, Abingdon or 
£10/£8 on the door. Under 16s 
free.  
 
Oxford: Free recital by the UCC 
Handbell Ringers of Texas, USA at 
Christ Church Cathedral at 11am.  

SUNDAY 12 JULY
Sparsholt: The St James’ Singers 
recital at Choral Evensong at The 
Church of the Holy Rood. Short 
recital at 4.30pm, followed by tea 
and cakes in The Griffin Memorial 
Hall then 6pm Choral Evensong.

WEDNESDAY 15 JULY
Upper Basildon: Concert by the 
Vivace Voices Ladies’ Choir at 
St Stephen’s Church RG8 8LS at 
2.30pm. Tickets £3 on the door. 
 
SATURDAY 18 JULY
Fringford: Open Gardens in 
Fringford, the home of Flora 
Thompson (author of Lark Rise to 
Candleford), today and tomorrow. 
There will be at least 9 gardens 
open plus floral displays at St 
Michael and All Angels Church. 
Weekend ticket £5 (under 16s 
free).  Also Music and Poetry in the 
church at 6.45pm (tickets £10 on 
the door). Email fringfordjane@aol.
com or phone 0780 308 2408. 
 
SUNDAY 19 JULY
PENN: Pet Service at Holy Trinity 
Church at 3pm.  
 
WEDNESDAY 22 JULY
Oxford:   Summer Lectures ‘The 
Poetry of Faith’ will take place 
every Wednesday until 12 August 
in the Priory Room at Christ 
Church Cathedral at 4.30pm. Free  

admission. See www.chch.ox.ac.uk/
cathedral. 
 
SATURDAY 25 JULY
Oxford: The Cathedral Singers of 
Christ Church will perform Ave 
Maria at the Cathedral at 8pm. 
Tickets £14 (£12 conc) on the door.
Phone 01865 305305 for details. 
 
SATURDAY 1 AUGUST
Aldworth: Flower Festival at 
St Mary’s Church today and 
tomorrow. Theme: Seven Centuries 
of Flowers. Also on Sunday 2 
August there will be a special 
Anniversary Thanksgiving Service 
with the Bishop of Reading at 6pm. 
Phone 01635 578936 for details. 
 
SATURDAY 8 AUGUST
King’s Sutton: Solid Gold 
concert – Hallmark of Harmony 
Barbershop Chorus at the Parish 
Church at 7pm. £10 (Children 
free).  
 
SATURDAY 15 AUGUST
Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at 
the Old Parsonage from 10am to 
4pm. No booking needed. Bring 
your own food. Free of charge.  
 
SATURDAY 29 AUGUST
Middle Barton: Westcote Barton 
Church Fete at the Rectory OX7 
7AA from 2pm to 4pm. 
 
 

Details of Flower Festivals and Open Gardens available below.


